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1. Introduction 
 

At Coombeshead Academy we are committed to ensuring that no student falls 

behind with their education as a result of being absent from school or through 

school closure. On any given day, it is highly probable that one student out of 20 

will be absent from class. Missing lessons put students at risk of having gaps in 

their knowledge which will impede their future understanding of concepts if not 

swiftly and systematically addressed.   

 

Nationally, SEND students and those in receipt of the student premium are more 

likely to be absent from school and are more likely to make less educational 

progress than their peers.  Therefore, we have a moral imperative to minimise the 

impact of lessons being missed by ensuring that all children missing lessons will 

catch up with that learning through the systems described in this document.  

 

During 2020 schools have been faced with the additional challenge of national 

and local lockdowns due the COVID-19 global pandemic. Some students did not 

engage with their home learning as much as their peers. We must have plans in 

place to ensure that every child is assessed for gaps in their learning and these 

gaps filled throughout the course of 2020/21and beyond. 

 

2. Support  
 

From September 2020, the Curriculum Maps and Knowledge Organisers for all 

subjects will be published on the school website for students and parents to use 

as a checklist. Students can catch up with missed work remotely. Teachers will 

post on their class Teams area, sequence-labelled lesson resources (either a 

PowerPoint, or a medium-term plan), that clearly specifies the task that students 

must complete. This work will demonstrate the student’s understanding of the 

learning. At Coombeshead, teachers will make time for students within and 

outside of lessons to guide them, either in the form of spoken reminders, regular 

homework clubs or small group sessions so that no child is left behind. 

 

3.Short Term Absence  
 

When a student has returned after one or two lessons’ absence, the tutor will say 

something along the lines of, ‘Great to see you back. Have you managed to keep 

up to date with all your work?’ and ask if any support is needed in scheduling their 

time to catch up. Their teachers will ask the same question, ensure dated and titled 

space is left in their class book and set a deadline for any outstanding work to be 

done, normally within a week. Additional support will be given to students through 

their tutor, subject teacher and inclusion department so that every child can 

succeed. If the student fails to meet the deadline, the teacher will keep them for 

a detention. For years 10-11 this will be a homework detention that runs 3 days a 

week so that the work is caught up. 

 

 



 

 

3. Longer Term Absence 
 

If a student’s absence runs into a third day, the attendance officer notifies the 

Student Support Officer. If it is known that a student will be absent for longer (for 

example, self-isolating due to Covid-19), the tutor or Student Support Officer will 

call the parent and/or student to agree the best strategy forward. It may be that 

the student has an adjusted timetable on return or an extra-curricular timetable 

to provide time to catch up.  

 

In order to minimise the need for catch up, when a student goes into self-isolation, 

the student and parent are emailed work for all lessons. The work is set primarily 

using video-based lessons from the Oak National Academy that are mapped to 

our curriculum. These lessons can be accessed on any internet enabled device 

and help to minimise the risk of any missed work. 

 

See separate documents showing the curriculum mapped against the Oak 

National Academy. These documents will be updated each half term. 

 

 

 

 

  



Curriculum Catch Up Plans to Address Lack of Learning 

and Engagement During the National Lockdown Between 

March and September 2020   

1. Strategy 
 

All schools are required to have plans in place to identify and address gaps in 

learning that have occurred due to the lock down between March and 

September 2020. The school has an approach that encompasses all year groups 

and all the curriculum to ensure that gaps created by lockdown are closed. 

These plans are laid out within this document, specific to each curriculum area. 

The impact of our catch-up provision will be monitored through our Raising 

Standards Meetings, Line management meetings, data analysis, SLT meetings 

(RIP & ZORBA) and through our departmental quality assurance programme.  

• The school will use GL Assessments as one part of our strategy to identify 

individual children’s learning needs at KS3 so that we can put in place 

appropriate, tailored support for individuals, classes and cohorts. 

• We are committed to using the government’s tutoring scheme when this 

becomes available to support our disadvantaged students with individual 

one to one provision. 

 

• We have invested in Student Support Officers (SSO’s) with responsibility for 

family and student welfare to work with families who are at risk of non-

attendance at school. As well as support the mental wellbeing of our students 

who are at increased risk of anxiety due to the pressures of COVID 19. The 

SSOs are fulltime, non-teaching members of staff and have replaced the old 

teaching Head of Year system. 

 

• We have employed additional staffing in English and Maths to provide 1 to1 

and small group catch up teaching for students who are identified as being 

most adversely affected in their learning during school closure. (These plans 

are in more detail in each curriculum area of this document) 

 

2. Reading 
 

We understand the importance in children reading. Reading for pleasure is more 

important for children's cognitive development than their parents' level of 

education and is a more powerful factor in life achievement than socio-

economic background. (OECD Report 2002) There is a difference in reading 

performance equivalent to just over a year's schooling between young people 

who never read for enjoyment and those who read for up to 30 minutes per day. 

(National Literacy Trust 2006)  

 

 



We recognise that reading remains an important aspect of all children’s 

education and will maintain a high priority on reading across all year groups 

through our tutorial reading programme, accelerated reader and reading in 

lessons. 1 in 8 children from disadvantaged backgrounds do not own books in 

their houses and therefore we have adopted an inclusive approach as part of 

our KS2/3 transition process by giving all of the new year 7 cohort a book that 

they are expected to have read over the summer and forms part of their 

induction into Coombeshead Academy.  

 

3. Year 11 focus 

Due to time pressures with our year 11 cohort, all subject leaders have prioritised 

this year group and mapped out their curriculum and shared with students and 

parents this term. This is in the form of a route map that tracks students to their 

final goal. This encompasses PPEs. Time for rapid feedback is in place for question 

level analysis and ‘therapy’. This ensures that there are no curriculum gaps by 

exam time. Plans will continue to be updated in light of changes to Ofqual 

guidance and the subsequent specification changes and decisions made by 

exam boards.  

 

4. Boundary Leapers 

All curriculum team leaders have been released from responsibility as a tutor. This 

is to allow two key processes; 1) Engagement in the RAP (Raising attainment and 

Progress) meetings to allow for forensic analysis of individual student 

performance across curriculum and shared strategies for improvement as well as 

early intervention. This process is active across all key stages and year groups 2) 

Boundary leapers programme. In September the year 11 cohort was an area of 

focus for initial department meetings. Discussing gaps and areas of need. The 

year group has then been divided into 15 boundary leaper tutor groups across 

the cohort focussing on areas of need twice a week at tutor time totalling 40 

additional minutes per week. This model is also being developed for 6th form. 

 

5. Exams 

PPEs (Pre Public Exams) for year 10,11,12 and 13 are a crucial part of the catch 

up strategy. Whilst these were missed last academic year the examination 

experience was also. Teachers will primarily use these to assess gaps in learning, 

with previous learning a key focus of each PPE. This is followed by in depth QLA 

and then therapy. These PPEs this academic year will also be used as ‘training 

events’. Due to covid 19 we have large cohorts that have not experienced 

examinations for a long period of time. These PPEs will be far more formalised with 

results days as well as interviews following poor performance. With retake weeks 

in place for year 12 and 13. 

  



English: Additional Support  
 

The following measures are in place to identify and support students whose 

academic development has been most negatively affected by the period of partial 

school closure. 

 

We wish to avoid the concept of a “recovery curriculum” and to avoid the 

language of ‘catch up’ to instil a positive ethic for teachers and students. Filling in 

gaps in student knowledge is what we do-so we will continue to offer high quality 

first teaching with our new learning cycles using assessment tools to identify those 

students needing additional support. Using all the resourcing at our disposal we will 

then work to meet the identified needs. 

 

Year 7 and 8 

 

In lieu of KS2 data, in the first half term we are running three baseline tests for Year 7: 

   

Test  When?   Data available  

STAR Reading Assessment 

(part of Accelerated 

Reader programme)  

Within first 7weeks  In first half term  

Progress Test in English (GL 

Assessment)  

At earliest opportunity after 

training session on 

16th September  

Hopefully in first half term -

working with J Thomas. 

Year 7 Baseline Writing 

Assessment (a national 

initiative run by No More 

Marking)  

Completed 16th September  In second half term.   

  

Once we have the data from the above we will look to modify our setting and 

potentially re-deploy Emma from her current KS3 responsibilities. We can use our LRC 

lessons to address punctuation/spelling/grammar etc. Our Cycle 1 learning has a 

particular focus on writing skills which is helpful in addressing gaps and indeed in 

identifying able writers. 

 

We are maintaining our AR programme for Year 7 and 8 students (with some COVID 

restrictions)-students identified in their STAR tests as requiring help will be supported in 

their LRC lesson (usually at least weekly). Our Librarian maintains data for each class 

to support the classroom teacher and to identify students who may be less confident 

and is supported in this by Emma Plant. 

 

We align ourselves closely with the new Tutor Reading Programme, helping to ensure 

a consistent approach to reading skills across the school but particularly for new year 

7 students. We have selected the canon to challenge and inspire student readers. In 

addition, we have purchased eight new sets of “class readers” in English to update 

our offering and to quickly kickstart the AR programme. We also work across the 

school promoting vocabulary development using the Frayer model-our Librarian 

generates a word of the week shared across the Academy and with parents. 

 

 



 

 

 

Identifying students-all years 

 

For Years 8-11, the data we are initially relying on are students who found English 

more challenging in the first two terms of 2019-20, combined with students whose 

engagement with home-learning in the summer term was compromised. We will re-

assess this at the end of Cycle 1. 

 

Year 9  

 

Strong timetabling is in place to support this year group which has high levels of 

disadvantage. Links are good with the new Year 9 Student Support Officer and 

relationships with parents/carers forged during partial closure. Additional 

support can be put in place as capacity with EP allows. In recognition of the fact 

that Year nine is a relatively disadvantaged cohort we have organised early SUTE 

entry (Jan 2021) for a small group of students working with two experienced 

teachers. 
 

Year 10  

 

During school closure and home-learning, this year group were re-reading,  studying 

and revising ‘The Lord of the Flies’(our modern text for GCSE), and also practising the 

creative writing question from the Language GCSE when students began to attend 

school in bubbles (or choose to remain at home). In addition, they were preparing 

their presentations for the spoken language component of the Language GCSE. 

Since schools have re-opened, OFQUAL have reduced the number of texts to be 

studied for GCSE Literature and our focus is therefore on the remaining 3 texts.  

Teachers identified a small group of students who would benefit from additional 

support and EP has been working with them on one of our remaining key Literature 

texts ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’.  See schedule. 

 

Year 11  

 

Targeted students in Year 11 are having small group revision sessions with EP during 

the school day and after school in a ‘twilight’ session. The initial focus is on specific 

English Language questions but this will evolve as we identify need.  

During tutor times CSE, CEP RGO take small intervention groups for targeted   revision 

sessions. These sessions (‘boundary leapers’) are for those students who teachers 

have identified as working close to the grade boundary for the next grade up, and 

are therefore the most likely to benefit from these short, intensive sessions. 

Spoken language was one of the units that would have taken place during school 

closure and we have devised a schedule to enable us to quickly get these 

assessments completed with minimal disruption to lessons. EP and our school librarian 

have been assessing students rather than class teachers and this has enabled class 

teachers to focus on the written exam components.     

We also resource Year 11 tutors to support the reading of Jeykll and Hyde in tutor 

time. 

 

 



 

 

 

E Plant    English Intervention   Coombeshead Academy 

Week A 

Lesson Monday  Tuesday 

1 10 L2 supporting in lessons  

Focus: Jekyll and Hyde (E6)  

 

2 10 T2 – supporting in lessons 

Focus: Jekyll and Hyde (E5) 

PPA 

3 PPA  

 

10 T2 – supporting in lessons  

Focus: Jekyll and Hyde  (E5) 

4 Year 11 L – small group  

Focus: Paper 1 Reading (E7) 

10  L2 – supporting in lessons  

Focus: Jekyll and Hyde (E6) 

5 Year 7 LRC 

Reading support  

11 L – Speaking and Listening Prep 

(E4) 

6 

Twilight 

N/a 

 

Year 11 – Both Groups -Paper 1 

focus  (E4) 

 

Week B 

Lesson Monday  Tuesday 

1 10 T2 – supporting in lessons  

Focus: Jekyll and Hyde  (E5) 

 

2 10 L2 – supporting in lessons 

Focus: Jekyll and Hyde (E6) 

11 T – small group  

Focus: Paper 1 Reading (E4) 

3 PPA  11 L – small group 

Focus: Paper 1 Reading (E4)  

4 Year 11 T – small group  

Focus: Paper 1 Reading (E7) 

 11 T – Speaking and Listening Prep 

(E4)  

5 Year 7 LRC 

Reading support  

10  L2 – supporting in lessons  

Focus: Jekyll and Hyde (E6) 

6 

Twilight 

N/a 

 

Year 11 – Both Groups -Paper 1 

focus (E4) 

 

Year 10 (10T2 and 10L2) 

EPL will support in lessons, either teaching episodes, or supporting individual students 

or taking out small groups for small group work as directed by the class teacher.   

 

Year 11 

EPL will teach two small groups across the T and L populations. 2 lessons per fortnight 

will be Paper1 based and 1 will be focusing on Speaking and Listening. There will also 

be a weekly Tuesday Twilight lesson for both groups working together on the Paper 1 

material. 



 

 

 

 

 

Year 12    

 

We have planned a greater number of lessons explicitly on essay writing guidance 

and support to take into consideration missed learning. During Year 12 there will be 

rigorous PPEs/assessments in exam conditions to practice extended writing. 

 

Year 13 

 

The majority of Year 13 lessons during the school closure period were live lessons and 

we therefore avoided being behind with course content coverage. The area where 

we identified a gap is the coursework unit and we have re-thought our medium term 

plan to allocate some lesson time to coursework (as opposed to it being completed 

in individual study time as is the norm in year 13).  

We have also revised our long term plan to build in more revision time than usual on 

the units covered in year 12 to address any areas which may not have been 

covered in as much detail during school closure.          

  
 

 

  



Maths Additional Support 

Catch up strategies are in place. All students are being monitored by their Maths 

teacher including doing a Mastery Assessment in the first 2 weeks of term and 

approximately every two weeks thereafter. The use of Sparx maths across all Year 

groups will help to both assess and support student progress by adapting to their 

needs dynamically. 

Students in Year 10 and 11 who have been identified as not engaging with home 

learning and/or have gaps in their learning and understanding will receive 

additional 1 to 1 or very small group intervention with a qualified maths teacher. This 

will happen either during Core PE or PSHE lessons or after school for a seven week 

programme. Students in Year 7 will also get additional support as needs are 

identified during some of their Maths lessons. 

 

 Maths  

  A B 

Mon 2 10L (in Ma) 

 

10T (in Ma) 

 

Mon 3 7T (in Ma) 7L (in Ma) 

Mon 4 Year 11 (core PE/B&V) 

only T (PE) (VAI + RGR) 

Year 11 (core PE/B&V) 

only T (B&V) (VAI + 

RGR) 

Mon 5   

Mon 6 (afterschool) Year 11 only L (VAI + 

RGR) 

 

Tues 2 7T (in Ma) 11T (Core PE) (VAI)  

Tues 3 10L (in Ma) 11T (in Ma) 

Tues 4 10 T (in Ma) 7L (Ma) 

Tues 5 11L (Core PE) (VAI))  

 

10T (in Ma) 

Tues 6 

(afterschool) 

Year 10 – L only  

 

The team’s ‘wiki’ curriculum has been reworked to take into account the need to 

revisit concepts and knowledge that may be less secure due to missed school last 

term.  



All students will have a mastery test fortnightly which will cover concepts that have 

been previously taught and students should know. This will allow teachers to plan 

their subsequent teaching to address any weaknesses or gaps that students have.  

The use of personalised exam papers will be a key strategy with KS4 students.  

The impact of any 1 to 1 or small group interventions will be reviewed by the teacher 

taking the intervention in conjunction with the class teachers and CTL.  

Boundary Leapers in Year 11 will focus on Disadvantaged Students who will most 

benefit from the additional extra 50 minutes of maths per week. There are 3 groups 

from the 3 different set levels being run by either their Maths teacher or CTL. 

Sparx homework and classwork is now available for all year groups and homework 

will be a central tool that all teachers will use to monitor their classes’ understanding 

throughout. This data can be compared to other schools within ESW to help 

benchmark our students’ performance. The Sparx Lead and head of department will 

monitor each class and put in place the necessary support for the staff and students.   

Students will be able to access additional support in maths at set points during the 

week, at lunch, during tutor time or after school. 

Sparx and Mathswatch, as appropriate, will be put onto Teams to ensure that all 

students have access to learning if they are absent. They will be expected to 

complete this if they miss any lessons. Class teachers will have responsibility for 

ensuring this is completed. 

Students invited to lunch or afterschool support will have their parents contacted by 

letter inviting their child and the parents will have subsequent phone calls if any child 

does not attend these sessions.  

 

Key Stage 5 

New joint ESW A level Scheme of Learning with shared resources and common 

assessments to help identify and remedy gaps in understanding, particularly useful 

when comparing to other schools in the trust. Core Maths being taught across Teign 

and Coombeshead – sharing of SoL and resources with strong communication 

between Coombeshead teacher lead (EGO) and Teign teacher (SKU). Student 

suitability for course assessed early to ensure on the correct pathway. Using 

additional online support and assessment via Dr Frost Maths. Year 12 A level 

Coombeshead teacher (JWI) improving experience in 2nd year of teaching SoL – 

regularly meeting with MJA to support CPD. 

  



Science Additional Support 

The science curriculum has previously taught concepts and knowledge interleaved 

throughout ks3 and ks4. All years 7-13 have individual route maps and knowledge 

organisers. Students can use these to track their way through the course content 

delivery and, in the event of a lockdown or self-isolation, students will have access to 

all of the lesson content through Microsoft Teams as well as accessing teacher 

support through the setting of assignments.   

All Year 11 students' study AQA GCSE Combined Science. Route maps have been 

produced that are COVID adjusted to include theoretical content revision for all 

topics including a PPE from February 2021 onward. In physics students are re-visiting 

a topic covered in lockdown during the 1st half of the autumn before progressing on 

to y11 content term as it is fundamental to understanding the work, they will cover in 

y11. Whereas, in biology and chemistry, students have started on y11 content 

straight away.  

All topics covered in lockdown will be revisited as a priority during the revision 

programme starting after February half term.  

Students will be offered targeted support throughout the year including the creation 

of 2 boundary leapers groups (one aimed at Higher tier students and one for 

foundation tier students) which will revise topics in all 3 sciences. After school drop-in 

sessions will be offered to students to reinforce knowledge and understanding as 

well as ensure high engagement.  

The first PPE exam will test year 9 and 10 content. Teachers will revisit any areas 

identified as a weakness if required.  

All y11 students have been issued with a Required Practical Handbook which can 

be used in lessons, tutorials and as a revision aid. 

Year11 students will be offered the opportunity to attend afterschool revision 

sessions. They will be able to select weekly from biology, chemistry and physics 

workshops which will be sequenced to ensure all key topics are re-visited. 

 

Year 10 students have been following a 3-year GCSE programme and as such, will 

cover information potentially missed throughout lockdown (during year 9) within the 

year 10 syllabus in greater detail. The year has been mapped into 3 cycles to follow 

the ESW policy. A PowerPoint has been produced for each lesson with a DIN used at 

the beginning of each lesson to check understanding from the previous lesson and 

interleaving questions. Homework is carried out using a knowledge organiser for 

each week’s topic as well as past exam questions. 

 

For years 7, 8 and 9 - any gaps will be properly identified through assessments and 

these will then be addressed straight away. Homework is based on knowledge 

organiser information that will be tested for in the following lessons DIN. 

 

Provision is being put in place for Year 13 Biology students to address the PAGs they 

missed in lockdown. After-school revision sessions for y13 Biology students have 

already started. All year 13 students of biology, physics, psychology and criminology 

have been issued with Route maps which have been adjusted to ensure topics 



taught in lockdown are re- visited. They will also have access to all their teaching 

materials via Teams. 

 

 

  

  

Geography Additional Support 

Year 13 students have missed a lot of important input. To compensate they are 

receiving NEA support tutorials which offer guidance in completing their coursework 

without breaking examination board guidelines. Students will be asked to ‘RAG’ 

curriculum content completed during lock down, so that areas of uncertainty can 

be identified and additional targeted lessons can be offered.  

Year 11 students are in a strong position. The majority of the course content had 

been completed prior to lockdown, with the student only missing out on direct 

teacher supervision on UK landscapes: Rivers, and the fieldwork elements.  

We will begin this academic year with a review and assessment of the work that had 

been set over lockdown. Revision activities have been planned and the impact of 

this teaching will be measured after the first PPE which is in October. There is time in 

the Spring term to return to both elements to ‘re-teach’ the key concepts, if needed. 

Year 10 students will be given a series of examination questions which cover the 

subject matter covered during lockdown. This will test their understanding of 

concepts covered and will give us a clearer idea of gaps that need to be returned 

to. The questions will be supported by ‘crib’ sheets. 

The curriculum has previously taught concepts and knowledge interleaved very 

thoroughly. KS4 is being supported by KS3. Interleaving is built into Years 7, 8 and 9 

and increasingly so in 10 and 11.  

 

 

MFL Additional Support 

The department took a strategic approach during lockdown to focus on vocabulary 

and didn’t introduce very much new grammar. This was based around the issue of 

students using google translate to complete tasks and therefore compromising what 

they were learning.  

 

Y11 are in a strong position due to TEAMS lessons and Spanish 1:1 speaking lessons 

during the lock-down, which enabled them to continue language practice in an 

interactive way despite not being in the classroom.  

 



The department is currently awaiting decisions from exam boards with the Year 11 

curriculum to make final arrangements to how their curriculum looks this year. Year 

11 French and Spanish will go through the last 2 units first and then go back through 

summer 2020 work to ensure that gaps identified are filled. Time gained by the 

speaking prep will give more time. Where individuals have gaps these will be firstly 

addressed in lessons but if necessary additional intervention support will be put in 

place at lunch and after school. We will also run Y11 Boundary Leapers twice a 

week for the Y11 French group to address gaps.  

 

Year 12 students attend 1 to 1 speaking lessons for exam practice but also to identify 

gaps in knowledge and further support needed due to loss of learning time in Y11. 

This will be monitored across the department and extra intervention arranged if 

necessary.  

 

Years 7-9 will be working from a new curriculum in which prior learning is 

incorporated into new topics. Sentence builders will be used which incorporate all 

vocabulary needed and provide scaffolding and support. Knowledge Organisers will 

reinforce prior learning and vocabulary tests and Do it Nows will be used to identify 

gaps in vocab knowledge.  

Year 10 students will focus on grammar development, interleaving of previously 

taught knowledge will be present in all lessons to support the long term acquisition of 

knowledge. There will also be some Team Teaching timetabled to allow for 

individualised intervention during lesson time. If needed this will be extended to 

intervention outside of lessons.  

  

The department are aware that there not be any repeating of a module to 

safeguard against the idea it is ok not to do any study during lockdown scenarios 

and to protect those students who engaged well when the school was closed. 
  

History Additional Support 

Year 11 are in a strong position. The specifications for 2021 allow for the dropping of 

a unit so students will be dropping the American West Unit (Paper 2) which is 

traditionally our weakest paper.  

The Year 11’s will study the compulsory Weimar & Nazi Germany Paper 3 unit this 

year. They are having a crime & punishment Paper 1 revision lesson each week to 

revise and plug any gaps from missed learning during lockdown. We will then 

complete Henry VIII Paper 2 revision in lessons once per week.  

Boundary Leapers is divided up with Becky pre-teaching the Germany content to 

give students prior knowledge and confidence in lessons. I will then revise the Henry 

VIII unit. Steph is revising crime & punishment with them.  

 

Year 10 are following the 3 year GCSE path – they covered Henry VIII last year. The 

engagement of online learning was patchy so Spain and the New World Unit is 

being taught once a week this year, alongside Crime and Punishment.  

All students understanding is being assessed through new knowledge based DIN’s 

and recorded in their scoreboard and Mid Cycle and Termly assessments with 

specific detailed DIRT feedback.  

 

Year 9 are learning Crime and Punishment as their ‘through time’ study this year and 

will complete Pre-Columbian civilisations in the summer term to prepare for GCSE.  



 

For years 7 and 8 - any gaps will be properly identified through assessments and 

regular DIN’s this term.   

 

KS5 History – Students are being given weekly revision tasks based on Year 12 work - 

both content and exam skills to complete and set by their teachers from last year. 

Becky is Team leader for the Year 13 A Level paper so constant focus on exam 

technique. Lots of essay practise and feedback and purple pen improvements. 

Regular contact with home. Students have all made a good start to the term and 

praise emails have been sent home. It’s crucial to support their mental health and 

wellbeing at this time as they are incredibly anxious.  

 

KS5 – Sociology – Team taught with Teign. Becky has planned the Media scheme. 

Has made contact with other teachers to share resources. Purchased Tutor2U 

content booklets and revision guides. Have also purchased assessments and exam 

questions booklets to use in lessons to show and pick apart model answers. Becky 

has booked in a 6 session zoom CPD course to do in the evenings to improve my 

subject knowledge and gain more insight into exam technique.  

 

  



 

Drama Additional Support 
The year 7 and 8 curriculum has been redesigned to embed knowledge recall ‘Do it 

now’ activities, testing student’s prior knowledge linked to the knowledge organiser. 

All schemes of work have been designed to fit the three-cycle model where 

knowledge assessment tests take place at regular intervals. All knowledge and 

performance / productions skills have been scaffolded to build on prior knowledge 

and embed new complex concepts. Over the lock down period pupils produced 

online work which continued to integrate the key exam concepts of analyse 

performance and production skills, building and developing creativity and imagine 

as well as exploring scripted exacts.  

Year 9 students delved into the Component 3 written exam play test over the lock 

down period, learning and exploring key themes, context and characterisation. We 

have built in a period revision and knowledge tests to support students who feel 

behind and to also stretch the knowledge of those with high engagement over lock 

down. The text is also woven throughout year 10 and 11 to continue building on prior 

knowledge and cognitive recall. 

Year 10/11 students continued to work their Component 1 written coursework during 

the lock down period, some showing exceptional engagement. As we move into 

their final year students will continue their coursework and be offered intervention 

sessions to support disengagement students in closing the gap. Extra help booklets 

have been produced to guide pupils on their coursework at home and those in 

isolation.  

Dance Additional Support 

The year 9/10 dance curriculum has been rigorously reimagined over the course of 

the lock down period. All schemes of work have been designed to repetitively test 

and build on prior knowledge. Each lesson consists of a ‘do it now’ activities which 

draws on pupil’s subject specific knowledge. There are three-cycles to the dance 

curriculum with all of which finalise on a subject knowledge assessment as well as 

two performance assessments to allow for early intervention and support for those 

not on target. 

Drama Additional Support – Post 16 

Year 12/13 students delved into the Component 3 written exam texts (Woyzeck and 

Accidental) over the lock down period, learning and exploring key themes, context 

and characterisation. We have built in a period of revision and knowledge tests to 

support students who feel behind and to also stretch the knowledge of those with 

high engagement over lock down. Students will be offered intervention sessions and 

guidance to support them throughout the years. Some pupils have individual 

homework assignments to catch up with work missed and extra teacher resources 

have been made to support them. 

Performing Arts Additional Support – Post 16 

Performing Arts students focused on the written aspects of the year 13 course 

completely two assignment essays for Unit 4 and 27. All work was given extensive 



feedback and skype support sessions for 1:1 individuals and groups. All students 

passed their assignments with expected or higher than expected grades. Year 12 

Performing Arts students followed an introduction period with their teachers and their 

performing arts presentation assignment was set up which will count towards 25% of 

their unit 2 mark. 

  

Art and Photography Additional Support 

GCSE students (10 & 11) across all subject specialisms within Art & Design were given 

tasks to complete during lockdown and summer which fed into their coursework 

units and covered the four assessment objectives.  This work and engagement has 

been monitored and reviewed.  Staff IC’s have redesigned the curriculum over the 

lockdown and summer period to maximise on the time that has been given by exam 

boards and changes to the specifications for 2021 – Component 1 (Portfolio) is only 

to be submitted.  These resources have been created to ensure students are able to 

engage and are supported in the event of isolation or further lockdown to provide 

consistency for all learners either in or out of school.  The curriculum design includes 

a mock exam to ensure students have a ‘like for like’ experience whilst changes are 

in place in comparison to their peers.  All creative subject specialisms are in line with 

this model.  

Post 16 students (12) were given their Personal Investigation essay (1000-3000 words) 

to complete over lockdown and the summer.  This was to overcome the need for 

specialist materials and the variety of need.  Communication and draft essays were 

then emailed to staff.  This work has now been reviewed and the curriculum tailored 

to individual needs using student handbooks, covey charts and learning 

conversations as a way of giving personalised targets.   

Continued reviewing of students’ progress will take place during the course of this 

year along with interventions, learning conversations, progress trackers / covey 

charts, catch up sessions (boundary leapers) and communication with home.  

  

Music Additional Support 

In year’s 7 and 8 we have designed a new curriculum based around pupils 

developing their music skills and understanding, whilst offering a range of different 

styles of music for them to discover.  During lockdown we found that our pupil’s 

engagement was good and they completed the work set.  We attempted to offer a 

range of activities which meant they still covered the SoL we had originally planned. 

In year 9 our new music SoL is focused around the pupils developing their skillset 

before embarking on their chosen pathway in year 10 and beyond.  During 

lockdown we requested pupils maintained their instrumental practice and set work 

for pupils to upload audio recordings of their performances.  This was fairly successful 

with a range of pupils engaged in this process. 

For Year 10 and 11 BTEC Musicians, we focused on ensuring our pupils maintained 

their instrumental practice.  We asked them to upload audio of their performances 

and we had some good engagement.  We are now working on continuing their 



performing development whilst focusing on preparing them for their Unit 1 exam in 

January 2021 

For Year 10 and 11 Musicians, we looked to develop their preparation and 

understanding for the listening and appraising exam.  This was through workbooks 

can focused on the four strands of learning.  We are now continuing this 

development within our lessons as well as ensuring pupils practical work is continually 

assessed to ensure they are fully prepared for their performance and composition 

submission(s). 

Year 12 BTEC Musicians were instructed to focus on maintaining their instrumental 

practice.  Once we returned to lessons during lockdown, we were able to focus on 

preparing for unit 2 which we have now began in year 13.  This process really helped 

to focus our pupils and prepare for this externally assessed unit. 

Drama Additional Support 

The year 7 and 8 curriculum has been redesigned to embed knowledge recall ‘Do it 

now’ activities, testing student’s prior knowledge linked to the knowledge organiser. 

All schemes of work have been designed to fit the three-cycle model where 

knowledge assessment tests take place at regular intervals. All knowledge and 

performance / productions skills have been scaffolded to build on prior knowledge 

and embed new complex concepts. Over the lock down period pupils produced 

online work which continued to integrate the key exam concepts of analyse 

performance and production skills, building and developing creativity and imagine 

as well as exploring scripted exacts.  

Year 9 students delved into the Component 3 written exam play test over the lock 

down period, learning and exploring key themes, context and characterisation. We 

have built in a period revision and knowledge tests to support students who feel 

behind and to also stretch the knowledge of those with high engagement over lock 

down. The text is also woven throughout year 10 and 11 to continue building on prior 

knowledge and cognitive recall. 

Year 10/11 students continued to work their Component 1 written coursework during 

the lock down period, some showing exceptional engagement. As we move into 

their final year students will continue their coursework and be offered intervention 

sessions to support disengagement students in closing the gap. Extra help booklets 

have been produced to guide pupils on their coursework at home and those in 

isolation.  

Dance Additional Support 

The year 9/10 dance curriculum has been rigorously reimagined over the course of 

the lock down period. All schemes of work have been designed to repetitively test 

and build on prior knowledge. Each lesson consists of a ‘do it now’ activities which 

draws on pupil’s subject specific knowledge. There are three-cycles to the dance 

curriculum with all of which finalise on a subject knowledge assessment as well as 

two performance assessments to allow for early intervention and support for those 

not on target. 

Drama Additional Support – Post 16 



Year 12/13 students delved into the Component 3 written exam texts (Woyzeck and 

Accidental) over the lock down period, learning and exploring key themes, context 

and characterisation. We have built in a period of revision and knowledge tests to 

support students who feel behind and to also stretch the knowledge of those with 

high engagement over lock down. Students will be offered intervention sessions and 

guidance to support them throughout the years. Some pupils have individual 

homework assignments to catch up with work missed and extra teacher resources 

have been made to support them. 

Performing Arts Additional Support – Post 16 

Performing Arts students focused on the written aspects of the year 13 course 

completely two assignment essays for Unit 4 and 27. All work was given extensive 

feedback and skype support sessions for 1:1 individuals and groups. All students 

passed their assignments with expected or higher than expected grades. Year 12 

Performing Arts students followed an introduction period with their teachers and their 

performing arts presentation assignment was set up which will count towards 25% of 

their unit 2 mark. 

  

Art and Photography Additional Support 

GCSE students (10 & 11) across all subject specialisms within Art & Design were given 

tasks to complete during lockdown and summer which fed into their coursework 

units and covered the four assessment objectives.  This work and engagement has 

been monitored and reviewed.  Staff IC’s have redesigned the curriculum over the 

lockdown and summer period to maximise on the time that has been given by exam 

boards and changes to the specifications for 2021 – Component 1 (Portfolio) is only 

to be submitted.  These resources have been created to ensure students are able to 

engage and are supported in the event of isolation or further lockdown to provide 

consistency for all learners either in or out of school.  The curriculum design includes 

a mock exam to ensure students have a ‘like for like’ experience whilst changes are 

in place in comparison to their peers.  All creative subject specialisms are in line with 

this model.  

Post 16 students (12) were given their Personal Investigation essay (1000-3000 words) 

to complete over lockdown and the summer.  This was to overcome the need for 

specialist materials and the variety of need.  Communication and draft essays were 

then emailed to staff.  This work has now been reviewed and the curriculum tailored 

to individual needs using student handbooks, covey charts and learning 

conversations as a way of giving personalised targets.   

Continued reviewing of students’ progress will take place during the course of this 

year along with interventions, learning conversations, progress trackers / covey 

charts, catch up sessions (boundary leapers) and communication with home.  

  

Music Additional Support 

In year’s 7 and 8 we have designed a new curriculum based around pupils 

developing their music skills and understanding, whilst offering a range of different 



styles of music for them to discover.  During lockdown we found that our pupil’s 

engagement was good and they completed the work set.  We attempted to offer a 

range of activities which meant they still covered the SoL we had originally planned. 

In year 9 our new music SoL is focused around the pupils developing their skillset 

before embarking on their chosen pathway in year 10 and beyond.  During 

lockdown we requested pupils maintained their instrumental practice and set work 

for pupils to upload audio recordings of their performances.  This was fairly successful 

with a range of pupils engaged in this process. 

For Year 10 and 11 BTEC Musicians, we focused on ensuring our pupils maintained 

their instrumental practice.  We asked them to upload audio of their performances 

and we had some good engagement.  We are now working on continuing their 

performing development whilst focusing on preparing them for their Unit 1 exam in 

January 2021 

For Year 10 and 11 Musicians, we looked to develop their preparation and 

understanding for the listening and appraising exam.  This was through workbooks 

can focused on the four strands of learning.  We are now continuing this 

development within our lessons as well as ensuring pupils practical work is continually 

assessed to ensure they are fully prepared for their performance and composition 

submission(s). 

Year 12 BTEC Musicians were instructed to focus on maintaining their instrumental 

practice.  Once we returned to lessons during lockdown, we were able to focus on 

preparing for unit 2 which we have now began in year 13.  This process really helped 

to focus our pupils and prepare for this externally assessed unit. 

 

 

Food and Nutrition 

Year 11 students studying AQA GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 

engaged well throughout lockdown working on assignments in Microsoft 

Teams to cover the scientific principles relating to foods usually tested for 

within NEA 1 and the summer examination. The exam board, in consultation 

with Ofqual have removed NEA 1 from this year’s assessment requirement 

and as such, the information will be tested for in the summer exam. NEA 2 will 

therefore be worth 50% (normally 35%) of the final grade. NEA 2 was released 

on 1st September and students will complete this by the end of January 2021. 

A route map has been produced that is COVID adjusted to remove NEA 1 

and include theoretical content revision for all topics including a PPE from 

February 2021 onward. Students will be offered targeted support throughout 

the year including the creation of a boundary leapers group of those most 

vulnerable/likely to have been disengaged throughout lockdown. After 



school drop-in sessions will be offered to students to reinforce knowledge and 

understanding as well as ensure high engagement.  

 

Year 10 students have been following a 3-year GCSE programme and as 

such, will cover information potentially missed throughout lockdown (during 

year 9) within the year 10 syllabus in greater detail. The year has been 

mapped into 3 cycles to follow the ESW policy. A PowerPoint has been 

produced for each lesson with a DIN used at the beginning of each theory 

lesson to check understanding from the previous lesson as well as a 

knowledge check set of questions at the end of a lesson to check 

understanding of the lesson content. This will be followed with a purple pen 

exercise to make amendments/additions to work and cover any 

misconceptions. Homework is carried out using a knowledge organiser for 

each week’s topic as well as Seneca assessments. Seneca is tracked 

regularly to check progress and students will be auto-assigned assignments if 

they fail to achieve the minimum expected pass.  

 

KS3 is broken down into two rotations lasting 9 weeks for years 7 and 8 and a 

double lesson per fortnight in year 9. Throughout the year 7 and 8 rotations 

students will be required to complete a DIN set of questions at the beginning 

of each theory lesson that will be purple penned to correct misconceptions. 

Lessons will then contain the theoretical content required for the subject 

matter followed by knowledge check questions and the opportunity to 

purple pen misconceptions. Homework is based on knowledge organiser 

information that will be tested for in the following theory lessons DIN.  

 

Year 9 is designed to develop student’s practical skills to enable them to 

demonstrate a high level of competency, accuracy and precision when/if 

they take the subject forward to GCSE and undertake the practical 

examination. Each lesson will contain a practical that has been aligned to 

the GCSE specification requirements followed by some theory that builds on 

knowledge and understanding in year 7 and 8. Theory knowledge check 

questions can be purple penned to correct any misconceptions. Homework 

is set through knowledge organiser work and Seneca assignments. Seneca is 

the main assessment technique used to track progress and identify gaps in 

knowledge. Assignments will have a minimum pass rate of 80% and the auto-

assign feature of Seneca will ensure that assignments are automatically 

assigned where students achieve less than 80%.  

 



Post 16. Year 12 and 13 will begin the year afresh. Year 12 will be studying the 

normal Food and Nutrition course consisting of the Unit 1 practical assessment 

and summer examination to test scientific and nutritional knowledge and 

understanding. Year 13 students continuing on to the diploma will gain their 

final summer grade from units 2 and 3 that are studied in the second year 

only and will not carry forward any grade achieved in summer 2020. The final 

diploma will therefore consist of the grades from Units 2 and 3.  

 

All years have an individual route map and knowledge organiser. These can 

be followed to track the course content delivery and, in the event of a 

lockdown or self-isolation, students will be able to access all of the lesson 

content through Microsoft Teams and track where they are up to/need to 

move on to through the route map as well as teacher support through the 

setting of assignments.   

Computer Science, Business and Creative 

iMedia Additional Support 

Computer Science 

A good proportion of the KS4 Computer Science students engaged well with 

the lockdown work working on topics presented through Google Classroom 

that students were already used to using.  Students received live lessons from 

the very early stages of lockdown covering the final areas of the AQA 

syllabus that needed visiting. For Years 10/11 the department has a list of 

students who didn’t engage. These students will be invited back for 

additional support with Year 11 having priority. 

Students in Year 11 have an adapted route map which focuses on areas of 

concern.  The NEA expectations have been relaxed and students will focus 

on this aspect as homework to ensure that class time is spent focusing on 

topics for paper 1 and paper 2.  Seneca/frequent testing will also be used to 

provide knowledge of particular areas of weakness. The creation of  

boundary leaper groups has been conducted earlier than last year and will 

commence week beginning 21/9.  This for Computer Science will include the 

vast majority of the class. After school drop-in sessions will be offered to 

students to reinforce knowledge and understanding as well as ensure high 

engagement. 

Students in Year 10 

Again a large proportion of students engaged well in live lessons and Google 

Classroom content.  The curriculum delivery was changed during the 

lockdown to focus on units that were easier to manage as distance learning.  



Frequent testing will be used to identify knowledge gaps that will be 

addressed through the course of the next 2 years. 

KS3 

KS3 are following a new scheme of work which is mapped against the 

National Curriculum focusing on the skills and knowledge needed for both 

GCSE option routes. These units can easily be adapted to be taught via a VLE 

should there be a further lockdown. 

Creative iMedia 

For Creative iMedia the level of engagement for the students was poor and 

therefore the curriculum has been adapted in order to ensure that all 

elements of the course have been completed on time. Students need to 

complete two units in order to complete the course.  After school drop-in 

sessions will be offered to students to reinforce knowledge and understanding 

as well as ensure high engagement. 

 

Business 

Students returning in Year 11 have to complete one unit and the curriculum 

has been adapted in order to ensure that all elements of the course have 

been completed on time. After school drop-in sessions will be offered to 

students to reinforce knowledge and understanding as well as ensure high 

engagement. 

 

KS5 – BTEC Business (13) 

Students were entered for Units 2 and 3 (external exams) in Year One these 

will populate a result once units have been added.  Students will focus on 

starting/completing Units 1 and 8 this year.  Rather than rush these units, the 

correct GLH will be spent completing these and not ask the students to “resit” 

the external units. 

 

General Overview  

For all department areas, all years have an individual route maps that have 

been updated from the previous year to take into account lost learning time.  

Student have also received knowledge organisers to aid their revision. These 

can be followed to track the course content delivery and, in the event of a 

lockdown or self-isolation, students will be able to access all of the lesson 

content through Microsoft Teams or Google Classroom. 

  



  

PE Additional Support 

 

Year 11 GCSE PE students engaged with virtual lessons over lockdown. Strategies put 

in place for catch up have been opportunities in lessons to catch up with any 

missed work. Students that didn’t engage have been nominated for boundary 

leapers as a focus. Course structure tweaked along with timetable changes to 

ensure extra time in computer room to catch up coursework element of the course 

and to allow extra time on theory content. Sports have been remapped for year to 

make use of the new specification changes to the course to allow 2x teams and 2 x 

individual sports. 

 

BTEC sport students have been certificated 2 x units from CAG’s. Assessment plan 

adjusted to allow extra time for unit 5 competition and timetable change for more 

classroom lessons to allow time on exam unit. 

 

Year 10 GCSE has support in place to close transition for theory-based knowledge of 

course. KO’s supplied and specification coverage started from psychology. 

 

Year 10 BTEC support in place has been allowing the first term to catch up on unit 5 

work completed with second submissions allowed from assessment plan. 

 

Year 7-9 

Support in place from theory content. KO’s to map out week by week which 

content the students will be hitting. Do It Now’s to be used to recap from theory 

knowledge on KO’s or recap practical context from previous lesson. The sports 

delivered have been re mapped allowing students to still have fulfil the whole PE 

national curriculum but using the first term to ensure students take part in track and 

field events and striking and fielding activities. 

 

Sixth form  

 

Year 12 support and assessment plan tweaked to allow more time to go over unit 1 

content which may have been missed in year 11. Assessment plan in place to map 

out work to be completed. BTEC sport year 13’s certificated for year 12 assessed 

work through centre assessed grades. 
 

Child Development 

Year 11 support adjusted assessment plan to allow students to catch up on any 

outstanding coursework where necessary. Unit 1 (Exam unit) to start straight away in 

September to allow time to deliver all criteria. Assessment plan adjusted to allow 

catch up time for units if necessary. Interventions put in place where students have 

fallen a lomg way behind. 

Sixth form 



Assessment plan has been altered to ensure all missed units are caught up. 

Assessment plan also maps out all assignments that need to be completed. This will 

allow students the time to complete missed assignments and work missed. 

 


